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Psychological processes are rigorously shut up within the
limits of the personal identity, and have no evidence but in
the memory and expression of the individual subject of
them; and, in proportion as they are traced back into the
inarticulate stoiy of infancy, they become illegible, and the
theories into which they are worked are problematical The
masculine egoistic hedonism of Hobbes and Helvetius,
boldly appealed for confirmation to the clear inward ex-
perience of men and women, who could confirm or con-
tradict them. To escape their paradoxes, their modern
followers take refuge from this strong light m an earlici
twilight, where nobody can tell exactly what goes on; and
the extreme fondness which they show for tossing about
psychological babies, and wringing from them ambiguas
wees about how they feel, is natural, in proportion as their
doctrine is hard to prove. And if the confessional of each
single life has this blank prelude, how much more com-
pletely hid from view must be the inward autobiography,
not of acknowledged ancestors merely, but of pre-existent
races, that grin and set then teeth at their descendants from
the walls of a museum? By spinning out your process
indefinitely, you gain time enough for anything to take
place, but too much for anything to be seen: m the very
act of creating the evidence, you hide it all away ; and the
real result is, that you may make the story what you please;
and no one can put it to the test. If Hobbes, as often
happens, gives us a piece of droll psychology, every one
who knows himself can tell whether it is true or false, and
lay his finger on any distortion it contains. If Darwin
describes the inward conflict of an extinct baboon, he paints
a fancy picture of what remains for ever without witness.

The fact is, the evolution theory rests mainly upon the
evidence of organisms; and when they have been duly
disposed in the probable order of their development, their
animating instincts and functtonal actions are obliged, it is
supposed, to follow suite; and it is therefore taken for
granted rather than shown that, by a parallel internal